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TOA’s  Ob je c t ive s
Sta ke h o ld e r Vo ic e  fo r Orth o p a e d ic  Su rg e o n s

In d u s try In te l fo r TOA Me m b e rs
Cu ltiva tin g  th e  Orth o p a e d ic  Bra n d  in  Te xa s  

Th e  Fu tu re  o f Orth o p a e d ic s  in  Te xa s



Th e  
F u t u r e

TSAOG Orth o p a e d ic s  in  Sa n  An to n io  is  b u ild in g  th e  

h ig h  s c h o o l p ip e lin e  o f fu tu re  m u s c u lo s ke le ta l 

c lin ic ia n s .

T h e  P i p e l i n e

TOA h o s ts  6 0  s tu d e n ts  a t its  a n n u a l c o n fe re n c e  

e ve ry ye a r.

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s

Th e  20 24  An n u a l Co n fe re n c e  is  fo c u s in g  o n  PGY- 3s .

TOA ta ke s  a  h a lf d o ze n  re s id e n ts  to  Wa s h in g to n  

e ve ry Se p te m b e r.

R e s i d e n t s





Wh e th e r yo u  a re  in  p riva te  p ra c tic e , a  h o s p ita l 

e m p lo ym e n t m o d e l o r in  a n  a c a d e m ic  s e ttin g , 

TOA’s  is s u e s  a ffe c t yo u r p ra c tic e .

In  m a n y c a s e s , th e  c o m p e n s a tio n  th a t a  p h ys ic ia n  

c o u ld  re c e ive  in  a  p riva te  p ra c tic e  is  a  m a jo r 

c o n s id e ra tio n  wh e n  d e te rm in in g  a  p h ys ic ia n ’s  

c o m p e n s a tio n  fo r o th e r typ e s  o f a rra n g e m e n ts .

TOA’s Issu e s Affe c t  Eve ry Typ e  
o f Ort h op a e d ic  Su rg e on



Ca p s  o n  No n - Ec o n o m ic  Da m a g e s

Te xa s ’ Mo n u m e n t a l
20 0 3 La w

51% - 4 9 %





La ws  a n d  re g u la tio n s  to u c h  e ve ry a sp e c t o f 
a n  o rth o p a e d ic  p ra c tic e . 

Wh e th e r we  like  it o r n o t, we  h a ve  to  e n g a g e  
in  th e  p u b lic  p o lic y p ro c e ss . Oth e rwise , o th e r 
se g m e n ts  o f th e  h e a lth  c a re  in d u s try will 
d e fin e  m u sc u lo ske le ta l is su e s  o n  th e ir o wn  
te rm s , a n d  we  wo n ‘t like  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s .

W h a t ’s  t h e  Fu t u re  
Of Ort h o p a e d ic s ?











W h a t  Is  Effe c t ive  Ad vo c a c y?







Austin:
Moves Quickly

Washington:
Moves 

Deliberately

Au st in  vs . W a sh in g t o n  Ap p le s  & Ora n g e s



N o t  M u c h  in  2 0 2 3 …
Ma jo r Me d ic a re  p a c ka g e s  a re n ‘t 
e xp e c te d  in  Co n g re s s  in  20 23.

M e d ic a r e  Cu t s  in  2 0 2 4 …
Prim a ry c a re  vs . s p e c ia lis ts .

P h y s ic ia n -O w n e d  H o s p it a ls
Co n tin u e d  d is c u s s io n  in  Wa s h in g to n .

Th e  “H o u s e ”  Is s u e s
Co n s o lid a tio n , s ite  n e u tra l, tra n s p a re n c y 
a n d  p rio r a u th o riza tio n .

W a s h in g t o n







Co n g re s s m a n  
Mic h a e l Bu rg e s s

Ho s p ita ls  c a n  o wn  d o c to rs , b u t d o c to rs  c a n ’t 

o wn  h o s p ita ls . 

Wh y is  th a t?



Is  t h e  Tid e  Ch a n g in g ?

Ph ys ic ia n - Own e d  Ho s p ita ls  & Co n g re s s



TOA, AMA, AAOS a n d  o th e rs .

TOA & 8 4  Me d ic a l 
So c ie t ie s

J u ly 20 23 Le t t e r  Ca llin g  o n  Co n g re s s  t o  En d  
t h e  Ba n  o n  P h ys ic ia n -Ow n e d  Ho s p it a ls









20 24  P FS 
P ro p o s e d  Ru le

Wa s h in g to n

Me d ic a re  Cu t s
J a n u a ry 1, 20 24

Sp lit  (Sh a re d ) 
“Su b s ta n s ive  Po rtio n “ De la y

Ap p ro p ria t e  Us e  Crit e ria
“Pe rm a n e n t“ De la y

Co m p le xit y Ad d -o n
G2211



Am e ric a n  Co lle g e  o f 
Su rg e o n s : Bu d g e t  
Ne u t ra lit y

Mu c h  o f th e  p ro p o se d  c u t is  d u e  to  
th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f a  se p a ra te  
p a ym e n t fo r a d d - o n  c o d e  G2211 to  
a c c o u n t fo r vis it c o m p le xity 
a s so c ia te d  with  c e rta in  
o ffic e / o u tp a tie n t E/ Ms . Th e  G2211 c o d e  
p re d o m in a te ly a id s  p rim a ry c a re  a n d  
wa s  o rig in a l p ro p o se d  th re e  ye a rs  
a g o .



20 24  OP P S 
P ro p o s e d  Ru le

Wa s h in g to n

In p a t ie n t  On ly Lis t
No  Pro p o s e d  Re m o va ls

P RO-P M
THA- TKA in  HOPD

Ho s p it a l St a n d a rd  Ch a rg e s
AAOS Su p p o rt

P re -Au t h o riza t io n s
No  20 24  Pro p o s a ls



M S K Ga t e k e e p e r
Are  o rth o p a e d ic  s u rg e o n s  th e  
m u s c u lo s ke le ta l e xp e rts ?

S c o p e  o f  P r a c t ic e
Ne w a d ve n tu re s .

Co n s o lid a t io n
Ne w twis ts .

S it e  N e u t r a l P a y m e n t s
Co n tin u e d  d e b a te .

Te x a s



Co m m e rc ia l 
In s u ra n c e

Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

Ou t -o f-Ne t w o rk  Arb it ra t io n
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

P rio r  Au t h o riza t io n
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

Bu n d le s
Prim a ry Ca re  a s  Qu a rte rb a c ks ?

St e e ra g e
20 23 Te xa s  Le g is la tu re







HB 24 14
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

St e e ra g e
Ste e rin g  Pa tie n ts  to  He a lth  Pla n s ‘ Pre fe rre d  
Pro vid e rs , No  Ma tte r th e  Qu a lity

Se n a t e
Die d  in  th e  Fin a l Da ys

Te xa s  20 36
Bu s in e s s  Co m m u n ity Su p p o rt



HB 6 33
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

P ric e  Fixin g ?
Re m o ve d

Ma jo r Ho s p it a l Ch a lle n g e
Eve n tu a lly De fe a te d



HB 711
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

All-o r-No t h in g  Co n t ra c t s
Fin a l Ou tc o m e



No n -Co m p e t e s
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

W h a t ‘s  Ne xt ?
Le g is la tio n  Fa ile d



HB 3351
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

Ra n k in g  & Tie rin g
Un d o  Pro te c tio n s  fo r Ph ys ic ia n s

He a lt h  P la n  P rio rit y
Die d



AP CD
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

20 21 La w
In  Effe c t

20 23 Up d a t e
Mo re  Tra n s p a re n c y



Bu n d le s
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

W h o ‘s  t h e  Ga t e k e e p e r?
PCP On ly?



Gre g  Bo n n e n , MD
20 23 TX Le g is la tu re

Ho s p it a l Co n t ra c t s
20 23 Le g is la tio n

9 0 % fo r P h ys ic ia n s
An y Willin g  Pro vid e r?



Te xa s ’ p rio r a u th o riza tio n  g o ld  c a rd  wa s  

th e  im p e tu s  to  c re a te  th e  c o n ve rs a tio n  a t  

th e  n a tio n a l le ve l a n d  in  e ve ry s ta te .

Ha lf Em p t y o r Ha lf Fu ll?

Te s tifyin g  a t  th e  Te xa s  Le g is la tu re  a n d  ke e p in g  

th e  is s u e  o n  th e  m in d s  o f la wm a ke rs .

Th a n ks  t o  Ch ris  Ke a n  & Je n n ife r Kin m a n  











W o rk e rs ’ Co m p
Au s tin

De s ig n a t e d  Do c t o rs
20 23 a c tivity.



Ho s p it a ls  & ASCs
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

Sit e  Ne u t ra l P a ym e n t s
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

Mig ra t io n  t o  Ou t p a t ie n t /ASCs
Wa s h in g to n





P re s c rip t io n  
Dru g s

Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

DEA Re g u la t io n
TOA Fe a tu re s  Two  Ho u rs  o f CME

P MP  Fu n d in g
2023 Te xa s  Le g is la tu re

Op io id  Re g u la t io n  in  Au s t in
TOA Ma d e  th e  De c is io n s  in  2019





Tra n s p a re n c y
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

Lo re m ip s u m d o lo r s it a m e t, c o n s e te tu r
s a d ip s c in g e litr,  s e d  d ia m n o n u m y e irm o d
te m p o r in vid u n t u t la b o re e t d o lo re m a g n a  
a liq u ya m e ra t, s e d  d ia m vo lu p tu a . At ve ro
e o s e t a c c u s a m Ste t c lita ka s d



Sc o p e  o f P ra c t ic e
Au s tin  & Wa s h in g to n

P o d ia t ry
An kle : Te xa s  a n d  On e  Oth e r Sta te

Sp in e
A Ba ttle  With in  Me d ic in e ?

P h ys ic a l Th e ra p y
Dire c t Ac c e s s  

At h le t ic  Tra in e rs
Ba ttle s  with  Ph ys ic a l Th e ra p is ts
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